PORTS CULTURE | OPINION

LA
- Page 36

geRRsxuxnx5 DIGIT 81224
N B10L0 LABD. -2

o 005
BUTTE €O 81224-0519

§ Butte council

| weighs public
concerns over
STRregs

To place a moratorium or not?
[ BY KENDRA WALKER

While it’s still unclear whether or not
the Mt. Crested Butte town council will
place a moratorium on new short-term
Qi rentals (STRs), it's clear they are con-

cerned about the unanswered questions
and community impacts of STRs and are
making an effort to hear from all sides of
the community
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- vided the public an opportunity to voics
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i The majority of the 70-80 attendees on
| Monday were in favor of issuing a mora-
torium on STRs. The town also received
more than 50 emails prior to the meeting,
mostly voicing against a moratorium or
any changes to STRs in general.

a function of animal
numbers, now we
now it’s a function of
timing,” he says. If a
plant starts to regrow
and has tender growth
while an animal comes
back to graze it, the
plant has to use its
roots again and again
to photosynthesize, he
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in Gunnison County since sequencing for
that variant began. Additionally, Ahonen
said the county is attempting to re-swab
every positive test to send out for sequenc-
ing to the state. .

Ahonen reported that Gunnison Coun-
ty public health director Joni Reynolds not-
ed that we confinue to see cases in the com-
‘munity but not at an alarming rate (similar
to the rate we saw in May and June). He did
say that a significant majority of these new
cases have been in unvaccinated people.

In favor
Speaking as a Pitchfork resident, not as
| community development director for the
town of Crested Butte, Troy Russ strong-
| ly encouraged the town to put a morato-
| rium on STRs to study the economic and

Flains that the longer he allows plants ~ serves. “So we're not hiting those same
to grow before grazing, the more car-
bon will be stored resulting in healthier

plants every spring,” he says.
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Remembering all of our
important...

- those who have been involved thousands of whites
and which destroyed the whole
of Chinatown. And we forget
the numerous Black people,
mainly women, who worked in
laundries and other low-wage
work in frontier Colorado, and
who were often caught up this
violence with and against other
inalized laborers. And we
th forget the Chinese Exclusion Act
ny others who  of 1882 (not repealed until 1943),
called this place home  which prohibited all immigration
—— tively secured the future
In failing to remember this  of Gothic and Crested Butte as
‘history, in not telling the stories  white towns.
of these people, we are implic- We also forget to tell the
itly telling other people that story of the violent removal of
they never belonged, and that Native Americans from the val-
ey remain unwelcome even ley. This history is intimately tied
today. Erasure is itself a form of i the early days of our commu-
violence. nity. We forget that white settlers,
What history, and what vio-  with the support of the United
lence, are we omitting? Gothic  States government, pushed for
had a post office by 1879, and the removal of the Utes from
Crested Butte was incorporated  southwestern Colorado. We
in 1880. We can easily call to forget an 1868 treaty that put the
mind the images of the white future town site of Gothic, but
prospectors and businessmen  not most of the mineral wealth
who came in search of wealth. of its mountains, just a kilometer
But we do not so easily remem-  east of a new Ute reservation. We
ber the other laborers who built forget that Frederick Pitkin, who
these towns. We have forgot- was elected Colorado governor
ten to tell other histories ~ like in 1879, primarily campaigned
the 1881 lynching, in effigy, of on a platform of "The Utes Must

aChinese man by alargemob ~ Go!” And we forget the removal -
in Gothic, as an effort to keep forced by the United States Army

hites out of the town. We in 1881 - of the White River and

forget the attempted lynching  Uncompahgre Utes from mil-
of a Chinese worker in Gun- Tions of acres of land, including
nison by a different mob, later  what is now Crested Butte.

that same year. We forget the Thave drawn on a few ex-
1880 race riot in Denver, which ~ amples here, but there are many
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eration, we ask you,
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CHURCH IN THE PARK: The Union Congregational Church enjoyed
the summer weather and held last week’s Sunday service at Rainbow
Park. pHOTO BYNOLAN BLUNCK

more that could be found within  slanty-eyed man, and whose
along and discouraging regional  population in the 2010 census in-
history. We cannot escape that cluded fewer than 60 non-white
this early history of violenceis ~ people out of almost 1,500, of
the foundation of our modern which fewer than 10 were Native
Today, there is little  American? Who is paying the

‘QW% «price of others” belonging? Our
ginalized groups whose stories  silences make it very <1

are also he belongs, who
lieve that ow does not. We b

£t - it we want

overcome this past ley \ ur hist o
ter future,

in a country where racialized tobuild a
violence remains common, and

where economic inequality keeps  Benjamin Wong Blonder

many people exploited and mar-

ginalized. Benjamin Wong Blonder is as-

at is the price of our sistant professor in the Department
belonging, if it is founded on of Environmental Science, Policy
discrimination and violence? and Management at the Un ity

What should we make of a town, o California, Berkeley, and principal
that until recently had an ‘Asian’ investigator at the Rocky Mountain
restaurant whose logo was a Biological Laboratory.

; E-blkes okay for seniors

King community. If I were to pass you on

ie wheelchair would you yell “cheater
@ not, you say.
101, a 72-year-old veteran with a 50-percent dis-
iy of my senior E (electric) bike friends constantly
ike” shouted at us when we pass you on an uphill

‘Rather than cater to a fragile ego, embrace your good fortune
 that your young, strong body doesn’t need an electric bike. Yet.
Your excuses on why we should not be allowed on regular
mountain bike trails are reminiscent of when snowboards first
 showed up. “They can't negotiate lift lines; they can't get on the
 chairlift; they scrape off the powder” etc. Now it is “they climb
up trails they can’t get down; they go too far back and run out of
:gmry (but we don’t stop jeeps from going into the backcountry);

. Sowhy were snowboarders finally allowed? The ski compa-
nies realized they could make a lot of money and also the excuses
were really bogus,

The same is true for E-bikes. The seniors may not be able to be
out there helping you build new trails but we sure can contribute
‘with our wallets. Big time. Embrace us; we are a valuable resource
and fun comrades in a mutual sport if you give us a chance.

As a side note, the BLM ruled last year that class 1 E-bikes are

;ﬁ :;msidemd “motorized.” Are any of your club trails on BLM

Gary Pax
Carbondale




